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Ellie and Kit Knowles used their
expertise to turn an Arts and Crafts
property into an energy-efficient home

FEATURE ROSEMARY BARRATT  PHOTOGRAPHY COLIN POOLE

# THE OWNERS Ellie and Kit
Knowles, who run a sustainability
consultancy, and baby daughter Eva
# THEIR HOME Arts &
Crafts semi-detached house

# LOCATION Manchester

# ROOMS Sitting room,
kitchen-diner, office, utility room,
cloakroom, five bedrooms (one

en suite), bathroom
#PURCHASED 2009
#PREVIOUS PROPERTY

ot many young couples

would purchase the most

challenging property
they could find when
embarking on their first
house renovation.
However, Ellie and Kit Knowles were on

a mission. They wanted to prove it was possible

to undertake a complete refurbishmentofa
100-year-old house with sustainable materials,
as well as reducing its carbon footprint.
The couple spent over a year searching
before they found the perfect propertyina
conservation area in Manchester. “The place
was as dilapidated as you can get; recalls Ellie.
‘An elderly lady lived here on her own and the

{

house hadr't been touched for 40 years.

The chimneys were full of dead birds, there
was lead piping and paint everywhere, and
the carpet underlay had turned to dust”
Drawing on his engineering background,
Kit’s aim was to ‘retrofit’ the property using

 efficient energy-saving solutions, creating a
stylish family home in the process. ‘We bought
_ the house because we wanted a property with

all its period features intact, but also because
it was one of the most problematic houses to
environmentally upgrade,” he explains. “We
thought that if we could improve the energy
efficiency here, we could do it anywhere.
“There’s a lot of confusion about how
best to conserve energy in the home, Kit »
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DINING AREA '
ForEllieand Kitthe' 1/
open-plan kitchen-

diner, with its expanse

of glazing, is the most
important functional

spage and bringsa o

light'and airy feel ‘
into'their home. ,
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material from the
perspective of where it’s

DESIGN TIP
‘We think about every

come from and where it'll

ished
“This

approach produces

in
. -distinctive aesthet

go after we've f

with it,’ says Ellie.
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a feel-good factor”
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